
JUNE

HELLO 
ISSQUARED FAMILY, 
Welcome to the final month of Q2. We hope 
you all are set to finish the second quarter 
with great energy. If your ship doesn't come in, 
swim out to meet it. Hence, if you are struck 
with something hindering your path and if you 
have an innova�ve idea that could make a 
difference, it’s �me to step-up because ac�on 
is the fundamental key to success. 

We are glad to receive posi�ve vibes from all 
the corners of ISSQ as our wheels move on 
track towards the target. Let’s have a glance 
into the ISSQUARED BUZZ June edi�on!!      

NEWSLETTER



Summer is here, this MAY be a VERY HOT season for the prod-
uct team. From �cke�ng system to assets to iden�ty and 
access governance and hold on, fabulous Fabulix is just the 
beginning! You name it we got it. 

The team is working on eight products simultaneously, this is 
excluding the other external teams that we support. 

The Service Manager team is heads down to launch and go 
live on an important financial customer. The endless nights 
and weekends that have gone to create a product to replace a 
leading name in the �cke�ng industry is appreciated and 
commendable. The seamless integra�on between the prod-
uct and in-house customer, ISSQ, is an example of how we 
can develop a world-class product. This has enabled the prod-
uct team to understand all the use cases. An equally import-
ant role is from the opera�ons team in giving the correct, 
op�mis�c, and all the required feedback in the correct forum 
with the required precise content. Congratula�ons Fabulix 
Service Manager, FSM team!

We are just warming up on the security cer�ficates side of the 
product. We have an amazing team of dedicated engineers 
who do not shy away from any new challenge. The product is 
ready for its launch. This will be a huge leap for ISSQ into the 
security cer�ficates industry. We are just ge�ng warmed up 
here! Watch out, our compe�tors and FRENEMIES.

We all have heard about the ISSQ SSO solu�on. This will be 
another feature in the suite of security por�olio products. As 
part of SSO for ISSQ, we have also corrected some at-home 
implementa�on of Ac�ve Directory and a few other backend 
systems. A li�le house cleaning is always healthy and manda-
tory. This reflects the commitment to staying on top of the 
latest tools and technologies.

With the Iden�ty suite of products also ge�ng upgraded to 
the latest technology stack, we will be enabled to use ORSUS 
IAG as a 'plug-in-play' for a vast set of so�ware technologies. 
The team is also facing a mountain of challenges and use 
cases at various customer sites. Stay tuned to hear customers' 
success and achievements in the next newsle�er!

PRODUCT UPDATES

PRODUCT CORNER

The internal patching schedule for June will be as follows:

Development Server Patching

Test Server Patching

Produc�on Server Patching

June. 17, 2022

June. 21, 2022

June. 24, 2022

SERVER DATE

JUNE 2022

Reminders, please save both as bookmarks:

ISSQUARED employees can use this URL to reset their 
password as needed.    
h�ps://fed.issquaredinc.com/adfs/portal/updatepassword

ISSQUARED employees can use this URL to open Incidents or 
Service Requests.  Just log in with your domain creden�als.  
h�ps://servicedesk.issquaredinc.com/internaluser/login

Equally important is keeping your worksta�on up to date with 
patches. When working remote, please remember to stay 
connected to VPN to help ensure that your worksta�on gets 
all the latest updates.

We have 2 new customers who will be onboarding to 
ISSQUARED Managed Services:

Kendall Auto Group - For�net Managed Services

Cascadia Behavioral Health - SBCaaS and Teams Direct 
Rou�ng

Please ensure that your worksta�on is backing up to 
OneDrive. If you have any issues, please contact 
support@issquaredinc.com



HR’SCORNER!!!!

In the world of HR... 

ISSQ On-boarding:

ISSQ Team members: Brandon Drake and Thomas Harpham  
Feedback from the client: Thanks again for pu�ng this together 
with Thom today.  Every �me I get to do a session with him (or 
Brandon), I walk away knowing a li�le bit more. Both are 
awesome to work with. 

Client Apprecia�on

There were 6 new addi�ons to the ISSQUARED family during the 
month of May 2022. Welcome aboard.

ISSQ Rewards and Recogni�on (RnR) for May 2022:

ISSQ Work’versaries
Congratula�ons and keep going!!!!!

Employee (s)

Pradeep Gandikota 5
Milestone (Years)

Conflict Resolu�ons at Workplace:

Where there are humans, there is a risk of conflict as we all are 
different and have different opinions, values, and ideas. Conflicts 
are good to have as it may lead to a be�er and deeper under-
standing of one another, but le� unchecked it can cause feelings to 
fester, morale to drop, and rela�onships to break down.

The goal of conflict resolu�on is not to decide which person is right 
or wrong; the goal is to reach a solu�on that everyone can live 
with. To manage conflict effec�vely, ISSQ creates an open commu-
nica�on/discussion friendly environment by encouraging employ-
ees to talk about work issues from their department/business or 
otherwise, ask ques�ons or seek clarity from seniors, or approach 
HR. ISSQ has policies in place to ensure just prac�ces are followed 
across the organiza�on.

Client: Bench Cra� Golf

ISSQ Team members: Teegala Praveen, Drake Brandon & Midler 
Geoffrey
Feedback from the client: Brandon finally has done the magic. 
Good stuff, he worked on this over a year. Thanks to @Drake, 
Brandon efforts and especially even a�er we were hit with 
back-out quite a number of �mes. Thanks to @Midler, Geoffrey 
for ge�ng the storage out of the way. Thanks to @Teegala, 
Praveen for assis�ng on network cleanup as well. It took us a total 
of 9 a�empts to get this done. It is a major milestone for us with 
our projects in IF.

Client Apprecia�on

Client: Industrial Finishes

ISSQ Team member: Sairam Yanakandla
Feedback from the client: Hi Sairam, thank you for the great 
customer support. Below is a message I received and wanted to 
make sure you got the feedback, well done!!
Sairam helped resolving the issue by providing "what is needed to 
make it work" and promptly responded to the urgency call and 
worked with us in troubleshoo�ng, confirming the root cause 
analysis done by DTI team.

His support at this crucial �me to support Edit Checks along with 
other team (Nimbus, Partner Services, etc.) was a need of the 
hour and he was available all the �me to resolve the connec�on 
issue.

Client Apprecia�on

Client: Amgen

ISSQ Team member:  Amit Kumar
Feedback from the client: Good a�ernoon, hope all is well. Amit 
has done an amazing job ge�ng Intune working and been pa�ent 
with me on teaching me. What I would like to do next is enable bit 
locker encryp�on for all devices as well as blocking use of 
USB-Ports, please let me know what we need to do next to get 
that ac�vated.

Client Apprecia�on

Client: Promoshopla



Please extend apprecia�on to our team managing the 
ISSQAURED Technology Center (ITC) in Chardon, Ohio.  

Steve Gibbs has been instrumental in coordina�ng the ac�vity 
between our General Contractor, Architect and the Execu�ve 
Team. In addi�on, Steve is managing the acquisi�on and ordering 
of our furnishings, surfaces and fixtures outside of the primary 
construc�on contract. There are many moving parts to this 
project and Steve’s coordina�on and “can do” a�tude has been 
invaluable in keeping the project on track and on �me, which is 
cri�cal to mee�ng ISSQUARED’s strategic goals. Steve has provid-
ed the finance side of the project with high quality updates and 
videos sent to our lenders, saving significant �me for their analysis 
and our interac�on as the project achieves milestones to comple-
�on.

The management side of the ITC is currently staffed by Taiyo Gibbs 
(Physical Infrastructure) and Erin Kearney (Building Management). 
They are becoming an effec�ve team that will cer�fy, the building 
is being properly maintained and ensuring the ITC is a property 
that reflects the quality a�ached to the ISSQUARED name.

Apprecia�on

IN OTHER NEWS…

3rd May: Ramzan - Ramadan is the most auspicious month of 
Islam across the world and is considered the ninth month of the 
Islamic calendar that appears at the end of the Shaban month.

30th May: Memorial Day – Memorial Day in the USA for the year 
2022 was celebrated on Monday, May 30th. Memorial Day is a 
day of remembrance for those who died in military service for the 
United States.

THE UPCOMING  
HOLIDAYS

INDIA
Telangana Forma�on Day
02-June-2022

ISSQUARED Technology Center (ITC) – The 1st phase of 
the ITC is expected to be complete before, but no later 
than June 15th.  At that �me our construc�on loan will 
convert to permanent lending and we will start moving 
into the third floor SOC, NOC, and Execu�ve offices.  
A�er phase 1 is complete, we will start scheduling work 
in our first and second floor spaces, including the Execu-
�ve Briefing Center, Data Center, and Lobby.

Financial – Audit informa�on was delivered to our 
outside accountants for December 31, 2021 and the 
formal report is scheduled to be delivered by June 30, 
2022.  

FINANCE UPDATES



CURRENT OPEN POSITIONS
We are seeking new talents who would like to be part of 
ISSQUARED journey. Click the link to current openings for more 
details and refer individuals among your network who can fit in 
now. Also avail referral bonus for your connec�ons.

LEARNING AND 
DEVELOPMENT(L&D) 

Udemy Updates
Let’s appreciate Asrani Twinkle Devidas for being the top learner 
of the month, who devoted 40 Hrs 54 Mins on the ISSQ Udemy 
pla�orm. Thank you so much for inspiring us to grow by learn-
ing.

To know what’s more for you to learn, log on
to Udemy and search for your favourite course!!!

A mandatory course for employees was launched in March on 
Moodle Learning Management System (MLMS). The US team is 
99% compliant. India and Middle East team (�ll April Joiners 
included) are 100% compliant. Congratula�on to all in complet-
ing the course and suppor�ng the compliance across organisa-
�on.

Mandatory Training

Internal training on ISSQUARED products: Work is in progress 
on crea�ng “IAG training modules” for Sales Team.

Internal Training

The training calendar is being prepared for various teams. 
Team leads/Managers who are yet to share the details are 
requested to share the same with L&D at the earliest.

Training calendar

According to the report of ISSQ employees’ engagement 
with Udemy over the last 30 days, 123 users were ac�ve who 
watched training videos and 7.6% of the users were ac�ve 
via mobile app.

The average �me spent on training per ac�ve user (in the last 
30days) is 1 Hr 27 Min. 

The most watched course based on employee count of the 
month is Microso� Security Opera�ons Analyst.   

SALES 
SUMMARY

As we head into the end of Q2, ac�vi�es have picked up in 
terms of customer mee�ngs and in-person events.

1H 2022 is on track to be be�er than 1H 2020 and 2021. 
There s�ll remains much more opportunity for growth, and 
the momentum is posi�ve.

Watech provided a good opportunity in Q2, and we look 
to expand further in the account.

Good focus on Enterprise MSP – with the stability of 
contracts and good delivery. 

There has been a good start with a few assessment / ini�al 
roadmap projects in the Enterprise space, while awai�ng a 
couple as well as hope to convert an IAM RFP soon. 

As men�oned earlier, the overall modeling indicates a more 
stable and consistent forecast on our large Enterprise MSPs, 
with several growth opportuni�es in these accounts.



Areas Focus in Q2 – Customer visits + in-person event 
par�cipa�on.

In-person mee�ngs and events: in-person mee�ngs have 
started to accelerate as various states and businesses open up 
rapidly. The sales team is encouraged to meet in person and 
re-connect in person with customers.

Close more deals in Enterprise and IAM.

More focus on ORSUS, EIAG & Fabulix.

Go wider and deeper in exis�ng accounts – with security & 
our own product offerings.

The sales leadership is ac�vely tracking and planning 
customer mee�ngs for Q2, with several customer visits 
planned in June.

For�net event in Dallas was very successful – thanks to 
Kirk Nehdar and the Dallas ISSQ team.

The Oregon For�net event for May has been moved 
back to June, to ensure be�er a�endance.

Partner summits.

For�net – The event was held in early May and 
Bala Ramaiah had good mee�ngs with their CMO 
and Head of Channels.

Extreme Networks – To be held in early June and 
Roger Nenes will be represen�ng ISSQ.

BeyondTrust – The event was held in May end and 
John Charles represented ISSQ.

Strategic partnership focus: 
As men�oned earlier, while we will maintain our roster of 
dis�nguished and long-term partnerships, we are pivo�ng 
strategically in terms of investments into key partnerships.

Updates on the For�net partnership.

We have been included in the list of partners that 
For�net corporate marke�ng will focus on this year, 
in terms of joint events and a series of ini�a�ves 
including focused campaigns and events jointly 
funded and run by both sides. 

A joint in-person event in Dallas in May

Content syndica�on/lead genera�on 
campaign – this has started, and the leads are 
being followed up by Sairam and team.

Co-branded videos in five areas of focus are 
created and will be used in marke�ng and 
social media. 

Promo�onal material is being funded by 
For�net – promo shirts for Dallas and Oregon 
events have been created.

OT event planned in the Pacific Northwest for 
Q2:

This event was held successfully.

This campaign has been completed and 
approximately 100 leads are generated 
that are being followed up by sales in 
conjunc�on with Sairam

This event has since been converted to a 
generic For�net event and moved to June.

Here are the updates since we last men�oned these events.

OT product focus and joint go-to-market for 
Fabulix, including joining the “Fabric Ready” 
program is planned for the end of Q2.  

We had in-person representa�on at their 
annual event “Go Beyond” in May end and 
John Charles represented ISSQ.  

Included as a “Focus Partner” for BeyondTrust:

Product Focus:

Significant efforts are planned to scale up product and 
product suppor�ng aspects.

Fabulix / For�net OT ini�a�ve remains a major focus.

There has been significant progress on Fabulix in the 
Middle-East business unit that provided good learnings for 
the US market.

There is a lot of ac�vity around FSM with major implementa-
�ons slated for Q2 and beyond.

Q3 will see more visibility for ORSUS, EIAG & Fabulix.



Friday Livestreams have started, of which episodes have 
launched on LinkedIn Live, YouTube, Twi�er and Facebook.

Inside sales will manage and partner with lead genera�on 
campaigns, such as content syndica�on with For�net and the 
Microso� CIEs, as well as follow-ups from the Livestream 
events.

Marke�ng & Inside Sales:

A series of such events are planned and these ini�al 
efforts are already genera�ng buzz and brand aware-
ness.

The team has been working in conjunc�on with the 
sales team for follow-up on the For�net syndica�on 
campaign.

We con�nue to assess a�endance metrics to leverage 
the engagement created by these events. 

There have been a couple of good events with 
guests from Noname Security and Acep�o / Secu-
reAuth, along with internal co-hosts for IAM.

The CRM “Campaign Tracker” Func�onality to track leads 
has been implemented for the Microso� Customer Immer-
sion Events as well as the For�net Joint campaigns.

Opera�onal Focus:

This has now been formally launched and will be the 
central loca�on used to track leads and the effec�veness 
of campaigns.

As applicable, this will also be leveraged for Livestream 
registrant follow-ups.

While usage has increased, more efforts are being 
made to ensure that this is the central loca�on for 
lead tracking, enabling us to get good metrics for 
analysis.

As men�oned in the company wide memo last week, this 
team is transi�oning to a new model. 

We are exploring op�ons for different opera�ng models as 
well as increasing sales.

Following ini�al engagement with an industry expert, the 
ini�al setup is already in process and we are star�ng to build 
out this new model. 

Carrier / Connec�vity Focus:

Top highlights from our customers:
We con�nue to make progress on key enterprise accounts, 
especially around Managed Service engagements.  

To summarize some key successes and future opportuni�es 
in the VAR business:

Amgen, Booking.com, Merck, Providence, as well as 
customers such as Bank Of Guam, amongst others.

None of the above would have been possible without the 
Sales Opera�ons and Distribu�on Teams working 
�relessly. 

New projects have started at Providence.

Watech has had some good developments and provided a 
very good opportunity, as well as more to follow in late Q4 
or Q1 2023.
Queen’s Medical Group and Pole To Win con�nue to 
provide growth opportuni�es.
Established accounts such as SLED accounts in Portland and 
Washington con�nue to deliver and provide further oppor-
tuni�es in 2022, along with several new logos in the NW.
Thanks to Kimberly Si�on leading Sales Opera�ons, as well 
as excellent support from the distribu�on team in fulfillment 
of above men�oned accounts and other accounts in South-
ern California and Arizona.

The Microso� Customer Immersion Events (CIE) con�nue to 
be a very popular and successful format, both in terms of lead 
genera�on and marke�ng buzz.

Cloud and Microso�:

The Surveil tool has been garnering significant interest from 
a number of customers.

The next 4 CIEs will also have a focus on Surveil, with which 
we hope to generate more interest. 



SpiceJet flights delayed due to Ransomware a�ack
in India

Zoom vulnerabili�es fixed

Verizon released 2022 Data Breach Inves�ga�ons
Report

Indian SpiceJet airline confirmed its system faced an a�empted 
ransomware, a�ack on May. 25, resul�ng in delayed flights and 
passengers stranded at airports. SpiceJet later posted that the 
situa�on had been rec�fied.

The company was forced to clarify that its defini�on of “normally” 
meant flights delayed by ransomware had a cascading effect on its 
schedule, so while it whacked the ransomware passengers could 
s�ll expect disrup�ons.

The company is yet to confirm what kind of ransomware it experi-
enced, the systems it impacted, and whether it paid the ransom or 
was able to swi�ly restore systems. However, the problem was 
fixed in minimum �me to resume opera�ons

SpiceJet proclaims none of its crew and employee creden�als have 
been compromised in the a�empted ransomware a�ack. What 
kind of ransomware hit the airline system and whether it paid the 
ransom is yet to be known. SpiceJet informed the stock exchange 
that the a�ack on its IT systems has impacted its audit process; due 
to which, the release of quarterly earnings had to be delayed. The 
company had to postpone its quarterly results and board mee�ng 
that was scheduled for May 30, 2022.
 

Read more...

Read more...

Read more...

CYBERSECURITY
NEWS STORY

Zoom fixed six vulnerabili�es that were discovered by Google 
Project Zero. The vulnerabili�es could have been exploited without 
user interac�on by sending a message through Zoom chat over the 
Extensible Messaging and Presence Protocol (XMPP) to allow 
remote code execu�on. Users are requested to update to Zoom 
version 5.10.0.  

Verizon Business has released its 2022 Data Breach Inves�ga�ons 
Report (DBIR). The key findings of the report are men�oned 
below:

Ransomware a�acks have increased to 13% in one year, i.e., 
greater than the past 5 years combined

Approximately 4 in 5 breaches are a�ributed to organized 
crime, with external actors being 4 �mes more likely to 
cause breaches in an organiza�on than internal actors

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-61575773

https://www.zdnet.com/article/zoom-patches-xmpp
-vulnerability-chain-that-could-lead-to-remote-code-
execution/

https://www.verizon.com/about/news/ransomware
-threat-rises-verizon-2022-data-breach-investigations
-report



The Pantsdown vulnerability affected BMC from various manufac-
turers. The flaw could be exploited to gain super admin privileges 
for an en�re data center. 

When the vulnerability was discovered in January 2019, vendors 
released patches and requested customers to apply them. Howev-
er, researchers from Eclypsium found that the data center solu�on 
from Quanta Cloud Technology (QTC) remained unpatched as of 
April 2022. Quanta claims it is providing fixes privately on a custom-
er basis.

Read more...

TECH
NEWS STREET

Quanta Cloud Technology servers s�ll vulnerable to
Pantsdown BMC Vulnerability 

Meta opts Azure as a strategic cloud provider for AI

Facebook parent Meta selects Azure as a strategic cloud provid-
er to expedite its AI research and development program. The 
news was released during the Microso�’s Build 2022 developers 
conference on May 24, Tuesday. Microso� and Meta are set to 
extend their exis�ng AI partnership with AI services on Azure.   

As per the partnership, Meta will u�lize a dedicated Azure 
cluster of 5,400 GPUs for extending the supercompu�ng power. 
This involves the latest VM series on Azure that has Nvidia A 100 
Tensor Core 80 GB GPUs. Microso� affirmed that Meta has also 
used Azure services in the past to train their recent OPT-175B 
language model. The next stage of this partnership is planned to 
collaborate on scaling PyTorch adop�on on Azure and speed up 
the journey of developers from experiment to produc�on.

The VP of AI at Meta, Jerome Pesen� said, "we are excited to 
deepen our collabora�on with Azure to advance Meta’s AI 
research, innova�on, and open-source efforts in a way that 
benefits more developers around the world.”

Read More…
The UK’s Informa�on Commissioner’s Office (ICO) has fined face 
recogni�on technology company Clearview $9.4 million for violat-
ing the country’s data protec�on laws. The ICO has also ordered 
Clearview to stop collec�ng and using the UK ci�zens’ data and 
delete the data that it currently holds on its systems. 

Read more...

UK ICO fines Clearview and orders to delete ci�zens’
 data 

https://www.zdnet.com/article/some-qct-servers
-vulnerable-to-pantsdown-flaw-say-security-researchers/

https://www.zdnet.com/article/uk-privacy-watchdog-fines
-clearview-ai-lb7-5m-and-orders-uk-data-to-be-deleted/

https://azure.microsoft.com/en-us/blog/meta-selects-azure
-as-strategic-cloud-provider-to-advance-ai-innovation-
and-deepen-pytorch-collaboration/



Alkira launches free tool to tame cloud bloat

Read More…

Read More…

Microso� launched a new service for Azure Cogni�ve Services 
during the Build 2022 developers conference based on its 
long-running partnership with AI research and deployment firm 
OpenAI Inc. 

The new service provides developers with access to a range of AI 
models of OpenAI, including Codex series, GPT-3 base series, and 
embedding models. 

According to Microso�, the new OpenAI Service is a step towards 
helping developers deploy higher-quality models as APIs to enable 
infusing language capabili�es into applica�ons with efficiency. 

Read More…

AI development on Microso� Azure a�ains access 
to OpenAI models

Cisco releases its Cloud Controls framework to public

Cloud networking specialist Alkira has launched Cloud Insights, i.e., 
a free tool to enhance the networking and security of cloud 
deployments. Alkira Cloud Insights is designed for cloud architects 
and networking admins to regain control of their cloud infrastruc-
ture. The tool provides recommenda�ons on how to improve 
security, op�mize spending and boost cloud networking perfor-
mance in Azure and AWS environments. It can also help iden�fy 
duplicate IP addresses, unused networks and security resources, 
unsanc�oned internet access, and misconfigured security group 
se�ngs.

Broadcom to acquire VMware for $61 Billion

Read More…

Broadcom announced to acquire VMware for $61 billion in a press 
release on Thursday, May. 26. The business deal is projected to be 
one of the largest tech acquisi�ons of all �me.  

The agreement has been unanimously approved by the boards of 
both companies but requires regulatory approval before comple-
�on. The deal is expected to close in Broadcom's fiscal year 2023, 
which starts in November 2022.

Cisco released the Cisco Cloud Controls Framework (CCF) to the 
public. The Cisco CCF is a comprehensive set of na�onal and 
interna�onal security compliance and cer�fica�on requirements, 
aggregated in one framework. CCF is the methodology for Cisco to 
accelerate cer�fica�on a�ainment across its cloud offerings and 
establish a strong security base. 

https://siliconangle.com/2022/05/24/microsoft-beefs-ai-
development-azure-access-openai-models/

https://www.cnet.com/tech/computing/broadcom-to-
acquire-vmware-for-61-billion/

https://www.cloudcomputing-news.net/news/2022/may/
10/alkira-launches-free-tool-to-tame-cloud-bloat/

https://newsroom.cisco.com/c/r/newsroom/en/us/a/
y2022/m05/cisco-releases-cloud-controls-framework-
making-security-certification-more-accessible.html



Jetstack released industry-first so�ware supply 
chain security toolkit

Read More…

Cloud na�ve security provider Aqua Security released mul�ple 
updates to Aqua Trivy and becomes the world’s first unified 
scanner of cloud na�ve security. Aqua Trivy combines mul�ple 
scanning tools into a single tool and the most comprehensive 
vulnerability and misconfigura�ons scanner for cloud na�ve 
applica�ons and infrastructure to date. 

Trivy is also being integrated into the Aqua Pla�orm as Trivy Premi-
um, through which customers can u�lize the benefit of customer 
support, premium content, and centralized management for 
enterprise scalability.

Trivy is the only single tool for all cloud na�ve scanning require-
ments including repositories, images, source code, ar�fact 
registries, Infrastructure as Code (IaC) templates, and Kubernetes 
environments. With fewer tools to manage, developers and 
DevOps now have a more efficient and simplified tool to ensure 
the security of their cloud na�ve applica�ons. Security can be 
integrated into their workflows without having to leave their 
con�nuous integra�on or con�nuous deployment (CI/CD) 
environments.

New capabili�es of Trivy include the following:

Read More…

Aqua Security creates first unified scanner for 
cloud na�ve security

Venafi subsidiary and a specialist in open source, cloud na�ve, and 
strategic consul�ng services, Jetstack announced an interac�ve 
and comprehensive toolkit for securing modern so�ware supply 
chains. 

The web-based resource is designed to help organiza�ons evaluate 
and plan the crucial steps required to tackle so�ware supply chain 
security. Post cybera�ack against Solar Winds at the end of 2020 
that affected more than 1,800 companies, the so�ware supply 
chain a�acks increased by over 300% in 2021.

Jetstack CTO Ma�hew Bates said, “most organiza�ons today 
understand the urgency and importance of improving the security 
of the so�ware they consume and produce.” Ma�hew proclaimed 
that it’s challenging to iden�fy the changes that need to be made 
while managing the priori�es of development and security 
communi�es. Our toolkit helps development and security teams 
quickly spot where to start by iden�fying the concern and impact 
of specific security controls.

The So�ware Supply Chain toolkit consolidates recommenda�ons 
from mul�ple whitepapers and frameworks that provide a 
comprehensive guide to so�ware supply chain security.

The guidance from different frameworks is broken down into four 
key areas, i.e., build pipelines, source code, provenance, and 
deployment. Recommenda�ons from each sec�on include 
insights on complexity and priority.

Scan proprietary and third-party code for issues using 
Integrated Developer Environment (IDE) plug-ins for 
VSCode, JetBrains, and VIM to shi� security further.

Create so�ware bills of materials to offer transparency into 
so�ware components.

Detect sensi�ve hardcoded secrets, like passwords, tokens, 
and API keys, to prevent unauthorized access to bad actors.

Scan running Kubernetes clusters to view complete life 
cycle of risks and audit for regulatory compliance.

https://www.cloudcomputing-news.net/news/2022/may/
18/jetstack-unveils-industry-first-software-supply-chain
-security-toolkit/

https://www.cloudcomputing-news.net/news/2022/may
/18/aqua-security-creates-first-unified-scanner-for-cloud
-native-security/



Covid infec�ons declined in the UK

Vaccina�on Status

According to the latest es�mates from the Office for Na�onal 
Sta�s�cs (ONS), Coronavirus infec�ons have dropped in the UK, 
with one in 60 people affected now. In the week of May 21, the 
number of covid infec�ons fell in England, Northern Ireland, and 
Wales, but changed li�le in Scotland. 

A kind of the Omicron variant, called BA.2, is currently the most 
common cause of Covid. However, the other two - BA.4 and BA.5 
have also been recently labeled "variants of concern" by UK 
health officials.

Scotland reported slight increase in Covid cases
Covid infec�ons in Scotland have risen slightly, despite dropping 
elsewhere in the UK. A total of 135,000 people in Scotland were 
es�mated to have the virus by the ONS in May. It was also the 
highest rate for any of the four UK na�ons.

India records 4,041 new COVID-19 cases
According to the Union Health Ministry data, India reported 
4,041 new coronavirus infec�ons on Jun. 03 and the ac�ve 
cases have also increased to 21,177.

The ac�ve cases include 0.04% of the total infec�ons and the 
na�onal COVID-19 recovery rate is recorded at 98.74%. The 
daily posi�vity rate is recorded at 0.60% and the weekly posi�v-
ity rate is 0.56%.

China reported 20 new COVID-19 cases
According to the Na�onal Health Commission's report on Jun. 
03, the Chinese mainland reported 20 locally transmi�ed 
confirmed COVID-19 cases, including eight each in Beijing and 
Shanghai in one day.  

Japan to reopen foreign tourists a�er two years of
pandemic closure
Japan has announced to end a two-year pandemic closure and 
reopen tourists from 98 countries next month, but travelers will 
only be allowed in as part of tour groups.

On May 26, the government revised border controls to resume 
allowing tourists from 98 countries and regions, including the US, 
Britain, Spain, France, Malaysia, and Canada from June 10.

The White House pushes to distribute Paxlovid pills
The White House officials introduced new models for distribu�ng 
Paxlovid, the Covid-19 oral medica�on made by Pfizer, to get the 
treatment to more people and keep coronavirus death rates 
rela�vely low even as cases increase. Paxlovid has been found to 
reduce the chances of severe forms of Covid-19 in high-risk 
people if it is started early in the course of coronavirus infec�on.

To track the current number of cases across the globe, visit the 
WHO Coronavirus dashboard at h�ps://covid19.who.int/

11.81 billion doses have been administered worldwide and 
6.79 million doses are administered every day.

16.2% of people in low-income countries have received at 
least one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine.  

According to Our World in Data reports, 65.8% of the global 
popula�on has received at least one dose of a COVID-19 
vaccine. 

THE LATEST NEWS ON 
COVID-19 



ISSQ extends its thoughts and support to all its employees 
amidst this crisis, we are in this together!

DO’S AND DONT’S 
TO STAY SAFE DURING COVID

Regular hand wash for 30 seconds will help 
you avoid germs or any kind of infec�on.

 

Cover your mouth and nose while sneezing. 

If you are suffering from a common cold, 
cough, nausea, vomi�ng, shortness of breath 
and fa�gue make it a point to consult a doctor 
at the earliest

Avoid being in crowded places. An infected 
person can spread the virus instantly and 
crowded places is a good way to accomplish 
this. Make sure you wear full sleeves shirts 
with an�-pollu�on masks when you travel. 
Staying indoors is a rather safe op�on. 

Do not get close to anyone, especially touch-
ing or laughing closely. Also, use an�-pollu�on 
masks when out with friends or family. Avoid 
touching anyone and do not use the same 
utensils used by another. 

Spi�ng can increase the spread of the virus. 
Avoid spi�ng in public and at home. Also, avoid 
ge�ng close to a sick person suffering from a 
cold and cough.

Travelling may get you infected. Use an�-pollu-
�on masks and carry a hand sani�zer with you 
always. If you have to travel in an emergency, 
consider traveling by your vehicle, avoid public 
transport.

If you are suffering from dry cough, back pain, 
nausea, and shortness of breath it is recom-
mended that you consult a doctor rather than 
opt for self-medica�on that can leave you 
ba�ling with a deadly illness. Say no to an�biot-
ics as it would later lead to an�bio�c resistance. 

Most o�en a state of fear can lead to taking 
wrong decisions and use of self-medica�on All 
you need to keep in mind is hygiene.

Do not touch your face, nose, and mouth o�en. 
This avoids the risks of developing the virus.

Note: All INDIA employees feel free to contact DJ for any COVID medical emergency. 
Email: vdhanara@issquaredinc.com

Ph:  +91 7989890040



WEAR A MASK
FOR YOUR SAFETY AND OTHERS’


