
SEPTEMBER
NEWSLETTER

HELLO 
ISSQUARED FAMILY, 
Hope you all are doing safe and all set to enter the final 
month of Q3. It’s �me to walk through the major 
updates across all the corners of ISSQUARED along with 
top tech news around the globe during August 2022. 

Please be informed that this is also the final edi�on of 
the 2022 Newsle�er and the next edi�on is planned for 
January 2023. The next four months are reserved for 
crea�ng core content for all the new modules of the 
ISSQUARED products family to be launched in December 
2022. Hence, the process of Newsle�er publica�on is 
called on hold. 
  
Till then, we urge you to please take care of yourselves 
and your families. Please feel free to reach out in case of 
any inquiry or help needed. We are happy to help you. 
On this note, let’s dive into the September edi�on of 
ISSQUARED BUZZ. Happy reading!         
         



The month of August gave a feeling of approaching closer to 
year-end and closure. The harvest from August will be visible in 
the coming month(s). It would be interes�ng to see various 
phases of the product modules - preparing for launch. A few 
are ready to onboard new clients or may launch an interes�ng 
new feature. This showcases the beauty of mul�ple product 
lines that we support. There is never a dull moment.

BoG is a cri�cal customer for ISSQ. The use cases gathered from 
the customer are enabling IAG and FSM team to develop a 
comprehensive product with rich features. Apart from IAG and 
FSM, the security team works in close collabora�on with the 
client. The work done at BoG is just a reflec�on of how we have 
established trust with the customer. A job well done is reward-
ed with another promising assignment. Thanks to all the teams 
and execu�ves involved in the BoG project. Appreciate all the 
weekends and late nights to stay on top of customers' require-
ments.

The IAG team had a produc�ve month. ISSQ is the first custom-
er to consume the .NET upgraded code. This deployment 
means a lot for the ORSUS product suite. This has enabled us to 
start the implementa�on of a variety of next-gen technologies. 
For example, mobile-first, cloud deployments, container 
model, etc. Not that we cannot do it today. The upgraded 
technology suite has not given us the flexibility to implement 
solu�ons at a much faster and with trending technologies. 
Great job IAG team! The fact that the project was delayed by 
many weeks is acknowledged. We slipped by months. Howev-
er, we did learn and grow. While in the depth of the code, we 
discovered a few gaps. And addressing the gaps resulted in a 
more robust product. Lessons learned will be helpful to ensure 
when we code; always keep in mind that sooner or later, this 
code will become obsolete and would require to be rewri�en.

Por�olio and Assets management are going hand in hand with 
the business team. As an organiza�on, it is cri�cal to have an 
extremely efficient and cost-effec�ve assets management 
system. Thinking a few decades down the line - an asset can be 
anything, a physical resource, or a human resource. Ensuring 
we have all the tools, techniques, and processes to manage and 
maintain the pool of resources and assets will be cri�cal in 
defining the company's success.

Fabulix Cloud Manager (FCM) and PKeyFX are crawling slowly. 
For these two products, success is coming slowly. However, 
seeing the scope and impact these two products will have on 
the industry, it is worth the wait and �me. 

PRODUCT UPDATES

PRODUCT CORNER

By now, all of us should be using ISSQ SSO. At �mes, there is a 
proud moment to see the product in ac�on.

Apart from all the above, a lot s�ll needs to be on the product 
side. The teams and modules are s�ll not disciplined to handle a 
tsunami of customer requests. Such requests are not a ma�er 
of if they will. It is a ma�er of when ISSQ needs to be ready for 
all aspects of product development and customer engagement. 

We are looking forward to an exci�ng month of September with 
new customers and a product launch!

El Super project AD/ Azure/ Exchange assessment is completed.   

ISSQUARED Inc. successfully closed the deal with the Pole To 
Win to provide informa�on security services such as Managed 
Security Opera�ons, Vulnerability Management, and vCISO. It’s 
a significant win for ISSQUARED Inc. in expanding Cyber Securi-
ty footprint. Pole To Win is a very large gaming company. The 
deal brings another angle into the mix on protec�ng entertain-
ment companies and online gaming. 

We have made significant progress in staying compliant with 
the Security Awareness Training. Thank you all for doing your 
part. However, we s�ll have work to do to get us over the finish 
line. Let’s make it happen in September!

Once again, please stay vigilant and alert! Report suspicious 
emails to us for inves�ga�ons.
   

CLOUD SERVICES

INFORMATION SECURITY



The internal patching schedule for September is as follows:

Development Servers

Test Servers

Produc�on Servers

Sep-16-2022

Sep-20-2022

Sep-23-2022

SERVER DATE

SEPTEMBER 2022

Reminders, please save both as bookmarks:
ISSQUARED employees can use this URL to reset their 
password as needed.      
h�ps://fed.issquaredinc.com/adfs/portal/updatepassword

HR
UPDATES

ISSQUARED believes internal referrals can be a vital part of 
a successful hiring strategy. This process helps to get be�er 
quality candidate op�ons as employees will only put 
forward people who they really think will be a good 
addi�on to the business. 

ISSQUARED informs its employees about open posi�ons 
on regular basis with job descrip�ons and tracks referral 
sources for future use. The referrals also go through the 
same rigorous hiring process as any other candidate as a 
result the best person is hired who is more likely to s�ck 
around. The referring employee is suitably rewarded as 
per site specific referral bonus policy.

Internal Referrals in the Hiring Process:
Client: Amgen
ISSQ Team member: Archit Bahuguna, Naveen Kumar Seelam, 
Venkat Suresh Ponnuri

I just wanted to let you know that the support I receive from 
Archit, Venkat, and Naveen is phenomenal! They never flinch 
when I’m through something over to them, and they are always 
quick to respond. Without fail they resolve any issue I may have, 
and never complain about the work I may ask them to do. They 
are always polite and direct me to the proper person if they can’t 
directly help me. I have worked with them for several years now 
and believe they deserve recogni�on for the great work they do!

Client Apprecia�on

Feedback from the client: 

IT CONSULTING & DELIVERY SERVICES
Cer�fica�on

IT CORNER

ISSQUARED employees can use this URL to open FSM 
Incidents or Service Requests. Just log in with your domain 
creden�als.

Vadim Nikiforov has completed the ‘For�net NSE 7 - OT Security 6.4’ cer�fica�on.

h�ps://servicedesk.issquaredinc.com/internaluser/login
Equally important is keeping your worksta�on up to date with 
patches. When working remote, please remember to stay 
connected to VPN to help ensure that your worksta�on gets 
all the latest updates.

It is always best prac�ce to have a backup of any files on your 
ISSQUARED issued worksta�on. Please ensure that you are 
using OneDrive for this func�onality, in case your laptop is 
ever damaged, or files get corrupted, deleted or overwri�en.  
If you need any help se�ng this up, please open a �cket at 
support@issquaredinc.com

While working for the customer Illumina, ISSQ engineers Sajish Parambil, Sravan Damshe�y and Bhanu Reddy have completed 
the upgrade of SailPoint applica�on from 8.1 P1 to 8.2 P2 in a record �me. This is a significant and high-visibility project for the 
customer. Kudos to the three engineers who worked �relessly to complete the upgrade in a record �me without a hitch. 



Udemy Updates
Let’s appreciate Byrraju Akash Raju for being the top learner of 
the month, who devoted 42 Hrs 52 Mins on the ISSQ Udemy 
pla�orm. Thank you so much for inspiring us to grow by learning.

To know what’s more for you to learn, log on
to Udemy and search for your favourite course!!!

According to the report of ISSQ employees’ engagement with 
Udemy over the last 30 days, 119 users were ac�ve who 
watched training videos and 0.3% of the users were ac�ve via 
mobile app.

The average �me spent on training per ac�ve user (in the last 
30days) is 5 Hrs 17 Mins.

The most watched course based on employee count of the 
month is Email E�que�e: Write More Effec�ve Emails At 
Work.

ISSQ completed permanent lending for the ISSQ 
Technology Center. The third-floor housing our SOC, 
Service, and Administra�ve offices is now being 
furnished. Phase two of the building renova�on is under-
way and includes remodeling first-floor common areas, 
build of a server room and prepping the data center 
space, as well as building out the second-floor Execu�ve 
Briefing Center. The EBC will have the same look and feel 
as the Westlake Village facility and will include confer-
ence, breakout, and banquet rooms that will hold 
approximately 40 people.

The external audit is expected to be completed within 
two weeks.

FINANCE UPDATES

UPCOMING  
HOLIDAYS

US

Labor Day 
Sep-05-2022

In the world of HR... 

ISSQ On-boarding:
There were 8 new addi�ons to the ISSQUARED family during the 
month of Jul 2022. Welcome aboard.

Employee (s)

Prasen Kumar Katamoni

Steve Gibbs

ISSQ Work’versaries
Congratula�ons and keep going!!!!!

5
Milestone (Years)

IN OTHER NEWS…
15th August - Independence Day: Independence Day marks the 
end of Bri�sh rule in 1947 and the establishment of a free and 
independent Indian na�on. It also marks the anniversary of the 
par��on of the subcon�nent into two countries, India and 
Pakistan.

WWW.ISSQUARED.COM

LEARNING AND 
DEVELOPMENT(L&D) 

Internal training on ISSQUARED products: 

Work is in progress on crea�ng “IAG training modules” for 
Sales Team.   

Internal Training



SALES 
SUMMARY

Thanks to all the teams for the efforts, and Q3 has started off with 
good momentum on customer interac�ons and net new custom-
er demos/opportuni�es. While we are s�ll looking to ac�vely add 
to the pipeline with some larger VAR deals before the end of this 
year, some of the newer enterprise/MSP opportuni�es will take 
some �me to impact the overall revenue numbers.

Good focus on Enterprise MSP con�nues.

We have had a number of IAM related opportuni�es, as well 
as wins on the IAM front.

We plan to increase the marke�ng, as well as development 
focus for our key products.

We are increasing our collabora�on with Gartner over the 
coming months.

Product Focus: 

There has been a good start with assessments/ ini�al 
roadmap projects in the Enterprise space.

We are seeing an increase in IAG/ EIAG demo requests.

We are ready to start new assessments with Acxiom and 
Merck.

We have started IAM projects at ResMed and Jazz Pharma-
ceu�cals. ResMed was a good win, following a long and 
persistent sales cycle.

There are also a few other poten�ally large opportuni�es, 
which we should have more updates in September/ 
October.  

Overall, the momentum on the enterprise side is very good, 
in terms of new customer mee�ngs and product demos.

There has been some good progress in the VAR business, with 
sales of security services, and we expect some good deals to 
close in Q3.

There are some opportuni�es/ RFPs that will close in late 
Q3/ Q4, which we hope to be able to convert.

We plan to increase the sales team, ini�ally with dedicated 
partner focused/ lead genera�on based associate sales role.  

CURRENT OPEN POSITIONS
We are seeking new talents who 
would like to be part of ISSQUARED 
journey. Click the link to current 
openings for more details and refer 
individuals among your network who 
can fit in now. Also avail referral 
bonus for your connec�ons.

POSITION

AWS Engineer 1 5-7

Content Writer 4 5-6

Help Desk/Active Directory -L1 Engineer 6 1-3

OPEN EXPERIENCE (IN YRS)

ISIM Developer 1 4-7

Instructional Designer 1 7-8

Java Full Stack Developer 1 5-8

.Net Developer (Junior Level) 2 1-3

.Net Developer (Senior Level) 4 5-10

Office 365 Migration Engineer 1 3-5

Okta support Engineer-L3 1 7-10

Product Support Engineer (ORSUS Security) 2 4-6

Product Support Lead (ORSUS Security) 1 6-10

Project Manager 1 8-12

SailPoint IdentityIQ (IIQ) Developer 1 4-8

SOC Analyst-L1 5 2-4

Lead Test Engineer 1 8-10

Test Engineer 2 4-7

2 7-11Vmware Engineer-L3 

Grand Total 37



LastPass revealed Security Incident 

Sales teams are focusing on in-person visits. 

We have had very good in-person customer interac�ons in 
the PNW, UAE and Dallas. 

There is a strong focus in Q3 to engage with customers in-per-
son and to con�nue to build momentum, selling more 
services and products to exis�ng as well as new clients.

The sales leadership will drive and manage to ensure that all 
key customers have been briefed on the latest ISSQ offerings.

In-person Customer Visits / Updates: 

As men�oned previously, we are poten�ally looking at 
returning to our year-end mainland USA event. As a further 
update:

Events:  

Product launches will be the highlight of this event. 

The event is targeted for either Dec. 02/ Dec. 03, 2022.  

The exact format and details are s�ll being worked on and 
the event will be preceded by customer and partner meet-
ings in the same week.

Marke�ng will be heavily focused on this product 
between now and December.   

Integrated Marke�ng Plan & Inside Sales Team, working more 
closely with the Sales Team.

CYBERSECURITY
NEWS STORY

Password management company LastPass announced a breach 
in which intruders stole source code and proprietary data. 
LastPass CEO Karim Toubba states in a blog post that they “deter-
mined an unauthorized party gained access to por�ons of the 
LastPass development environment through a single compro-
mised developer account and took por�ons of source code and 
some proprietary LastPass technical informa�on.” However, the 
company believes there is no evidence that customer data or 
encrypted password vaults were compromised.

In response to the incident, the LastPass advisory explained to 
have deployed containment and mi�ga�on measures, and 
engaged a leading cybersecurity and forensics firm.

Read more...h�ps://www.bleepingcomputer.com/news/
security/lastpass-developer-systems-hacked
-to-steal-source-code/

We are targe�ng Nov. 08, 2022 for a customer event in 
Hawaii.

Opera�onal Focus:  

New standardized SKUs have been rolled out in CRM that will 
increase visibility and tracking of sales and investments, 
based on business units, lines of business and aligned with 
the strategic vision for the company.

Product launches will be the highlight of our mainland USA 
year end-event.

Con�nuous improvement on the quality of data, as well as 
early visibility for opportuni�es.

Enforcement of Campaign Tracker for lead tracking (from 
lead genera�on ac�vi�es).

CRM Focus:  

Integrated training plan to cover all aspects of Sales & 
Technology, with the intent of rapidly broadening our ability 
to cross-sell and upsell.



Apply GitLab Updates to fix cri�cal RCE
Vulnerability

GitLab issued updates to address a cri�cal remote code execu�on 
flaw that affects GitLab Community Edi�on (CE) and Enterprise 
Edi�on (EE). The vulnerability affects all versions of the so�ware 
from 11.3.4 through 15.1.4, as well as 15.2 through 15.2.3, and 
15.3. Users are being urged to update to versions 15.3.1, 15.2.3, 
and 15.1.5. 

GitLab is a web-based Git repository for developer teams that 
need to manage their code remotely. It has approximately 30 
million registered users and one million paying customers.

Read more...

Read more...h�ps://thehill.com/policy/cybersecurity/
3614549-cyber-agency-highlights-emerging-
threats-from-quantum-compu�ng/

h�ps://www.bleepingcomputer.com/news/
security/gitlab-strongly-recommends-patching
-cri�cal-rce-vulnerability/

CISA: Cri�cal Infrastructure Agencies to prepare for 
Post-Quantum Compu�ng 

The US Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) 
has published Preparing Cri�cal Infrastructure for Post-Quantum 
Cryptography. The document provides an overview of quantum 
compu�ng and explains why it is a threat to digital communica-
�ons, public key cryptography, and enumerates poten�al impacts 
to na�onal cri�cal func�ons.

The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) 
released new advice on Wednesday Aug. 24 on ways cri�cal 
infrastructure should prepare for poten�al security risks 
stemming from quantum compu�ng.

While quantum compu�ng provides greater speed and power 
than classical computers, the emerging technology comes with 
poten�al risks, including data breaches, that could threaten the 
security of secure communica�ons, business transac�ons, digital 
signatures and customer informa�on. 

“While post-quantum compu�ng is expected to produce signifi-
cant benefits, we must take ac�on now to manage poten�al risks, 
including the ability to break public key encryp�on that U.S. 
networks rely on to secure sensi�ve informa�on,” Mona 
Harrington, ac�ng assistant director for CISA’s Na�onal Risk 
Management Center, said in a statement.

Post-quantum cryptography refers to the cryptographic 
algorithms used to secure a system against an a�ack by a quan-
tum computer. Unlike classical computers, quantum computers 
use quantum bits rather than binary bits to perform at greater 
speed and power, allowing them to poten�ally break through 
public key encryp�on used to secure data.

VMware released updates to fix Local Privilege
Escala�on flaw

VMware has released updates to address a local privilege escala-
�on vulnerability in VMware Tools. The issue affects VMware tools 
on Linux and Windows pla�orms. Users are urged to update to 
VMware Tools 12.1.0 running on Windows, and 12.1.0 / 10.3.25 
running on Linux.

VMware tool is a set of services and modules that enable several 
features in VMware products used to manage user interac�ons 
with guest opera�ng systems (Guest OS). Guest OS is the engine 
that powers a virtual machine.

Read more...h�ps://www.darkreading.com/cloud/vmware-lpe
-bug-cybera�ackers-virtual-machine-data



TECH
NEWS STREET

This year’s Cloud Transforma�on Conference, powered by Equinix 
and TechForge, saw industry leaders gather to discuss the impor-
tance of a “digital-first” strategy. CloudTech caught up with some of 
the well-known speakers at the event to know their thoughts on 
the key topics discussed during the conference.

The key takeaways of the conference are summarised below.  

Digital-first

We can all think of enterprises that once appeared unstoppable, 
but a failure to move with the �me ended up confining them to 
the history books. In today’s world, a technology-led, digital-first 
strategy is essen�al.

A digital-first approach is viewed as key within today’s connected 
world. The healthiest businesses are consumer and client-centred, 
with digi�sa�on in service of the value driven to the marketplace. 
A careful balance of experience, accessibility, and commercial 
value is needed while including a focus on the environmental, 
social, and governance (ESG) goals that organisa�ons have.

Some enterprises are be�er placed than others to pivot to a 
digital-first strategy. However, good leadership will help to ensure a 
successful transi�on for the long-term benefit and survival of the 
business. A digital-first approach requires enterprise leadership in 
all instances, with technology having one of the key seats around 
the table. For startups and venture-backed firms, the digital-first 
approach is o�en easiest to implement whilst established firms 
have legacy systems to consider.

Equinix Cloud Transforma�on Conference 2022: Key
takeaways

h�ps://www.cnbc.com/2022/07/25/company-
called-meta-claims-facebook-stole-its-name-
and-is-suing.html

Dominican Republic’s Government Agency suffers 
Ransomware A�ack

An agency within the Dominican Republic’s Ministry of Agriculture 
was the target of a ransomware a�ack in August. The a�ack affect-
ed all departments of the Dominican Agrarian Ins�tute. Only one 
of the agency’s servers was not breached as it runs on Linux.

The Ins�tuto Agrario Dominicano (IAD) is part of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and is responsible for execu�ng Agrarian Reform 
programs in the country. Local media reported that the ransom-
ware a�ack occurred on August 18, which impacted the agency's 
opera�on.

The Na�onal Cybersecurity Center (CNCS), which has been assist-
ing the agency recover from the a�ack says that the IP addresses 
of the a�ackers were from the U.S. and Russia.

"The informa�on was totally compromised because the databas-
es, applica�ons, emails, etc., were affected," confirmed Núñez. 
The IAD has told local media that they only had basic security 
so�ware on their systems, such as an�virus, and lack a dedicated 
security department.

The threat actors claimed to have stolen over 1TB of data and 
threatened to release it if IAD did not pay a ransom publicly. Quan-
tum has become a major player among enterprise-targe�ng 
ransomware opera�ons, linked to an a�ack on PFC that impacted 
over 650 healthcare organiza�ons. 

Read more...h�ps://www.bleepingcomputer.com/news/
security/quantum-ransomware-a�ack-disrupts
-govt-agency-in-dominican-republic/l



Talent Shortage

Embarking on a digital-first strategy is only possible with the right 
talent. High employment, record vacancies, and skill shortages 
have combined to make it difficult for companies to a�ract the 
talent they require.

Within a world focused on digi�sa�on, there is a market demand 
for key skills. From a development perspec�ve, the ability to code 
in the most up-to-date languages is key. However, organisa�ons 
with legacy systems require the ability to code in legacy languages.

Flexible working has opened up new opportuni�es for tech 
experts to work for organisa�ons that be�er suit their needs. A 
physical office loca�on is no longer a key factor in choosing where 
to work.
The ability to work flexibly within the marketplace has also given 
technology experts the ability of increased choice; o�en selec�ng 
organisa�ons on strength of purpose as a differen�ator in today’s 
connected world.

Suppor�ng Hybrid/ Remote Work

One of the benefits that enterprises have found to adop�ng 
hybrid/remote working prac�ces is access to a wider talent pool. 
Given the aforemen�oned skill shortages, many businesses have 
decided to con�nue or increase their support for more flexible 
working prac�ces.

Many jobs were either very difficult or impossible to do from 
home a couple of decades ago. Now, cloud technologies and 
widespread fast internet connec�ons have enabled many people 
to be more produc�ve working from home.

While there is no replacement for some physical events, one of the 
main pitches for the metaverse is the ability to hold global events 
without the need for both the carbon and financial costs of travel. 
Such events can ensure that everyone is able to par�cipate; no 

Read More…h�ps://www.cloudcompu�ng-news.net/news/
2022/aug/25/equinix-cloud-transforma�on-
conference-2022-the-key-takeaways/

CyberRes, a Micro Focus line of business, has partnered with 
Google Cloud to support the upcoming release of BigQuery 
remote func�ons. The partnership will see CyberRes’ end-to-end 
enterprise data protec�on solu�on, Voltage SecureData, integrate 
with Google’s BigQuery data warehouse to accelerate and expand 
organisa�ons’ data science ini�a�ves and help companies comply 
with ever-evolving privacy regula�ons.

The integra�on will enable CyberRes Voltage customers to 
persistently protect data in use, in mo�on, and at rest in Google 
BigQuery. The support for remote func�ons also enables Google 
Cloud’s BigQuery customers to take advantage of Voltage’s 
privacy-enabling technologies. Mutual customers can use Voltage’s 
format-preserving encryp�on, hashing, and tokeniza�on services 
within BigQuery in conjunc�on with Google BigQuery’s na�ve 
security to address strict privacy compliance controls. Voltage’s 
cloud-agnos�c and consistent data protec�on allows all customers 
to safely use regulated data for analy�cs across hybrid clouds.

Tony de la Lama, VP of product management, CyberRes, said “the 
availability of remote func�ons from BigQuery is an exci�ng and 
cri�cal evolu�on of Google Cloud’s pla�orm for our customers.

The integra�on with Voltage SecureData means BigQuery will 
allow customers to u�lise and support the Voltage data-centric 
protec�on approach for secure analy�cs, enabling enterprises to 
accelerate and expand their data science ini�a�ves with privacy by 
default.”

BigQuery, Google Cloud’s highly scalable mul�-cloud data 
warehouse, is designed for business agility and allows customers to 
gain insights with real-�me and predic�ve analy�cs, access data 
and securely share insights with ease. This new partnership adds to 
Voltage SecureData’s deep capabili�es in securing analy�cs across 
data warehouses, databases and data lakes and enables customers 
to shi� workloads seamlessly and securely to BigQuery.

Read More…

Micro Focus’ CyberRes partners with Google Cloud

h�ps://www.microfocus.com/en-us/press-room/
press-releases/2022/micro-focus-cyberres-
partners-with-google-cloud-to-enable-high-scale-
secure-coud-analy�cs-with-data-privacy



AWS launches subscrip�on service to help companies 
build cloud skills

CIOs tackle sustainability through cloud migra�on 

Read More…

Read More…

Amazon announced the launch of its cloud upskilling bundle, AWS 
Skill Builder, under a subscrip�on model for teams and individuals 
through a blog published on August 02. 

AWS first introduced Skill Builder, a digital learning pla�orm with 
free on-demand training modules, last fall. The new subscrip�on 
service incorporates builder labs that cover common cloud scenari-
os and AWS Jam, which challenges users to solve open-ended 
problems.

The instruc�onal package also incorporates AWS Cloud Quest, a 
“role-based game where your mission is to help ci�zens of a virtual 
city by learning and building cloud solu�ons for their challenges,” 
according to the post.

For businesses aiming to reap the benefits of cloud migra�on, 
finding and developing the necessary tech talent remains a major 
obstacle. Three-quarters of the over 9,000 IT leaders, human 
resource professionals and industry experts polled for Skillso�’s 
2021 Global Knowledge IT Skills and Salary Report singled out 
cri�cal skills gaps as an impediment to moderniza�on.

Cloud spend is expected to grow at a rate exceeding 20% by the 
end of 2022, and AWS just came off a year of 35% growth, based 
on Gartner’s analysis of the worldwide IaaS public cloud services 
market.  Upskilling exis�ng workforce and training the next genera-
�on of cloud technicians is a concern for cloud service providers 
and for businesses throughout the economy.

In the banking sector alone, more than one-third of 250 senior 
banking leaders polled by Publicis Sapient and Google Cloud 
reported lack of key technical skills as a significant barrier to cloud 
migra�on.

Tech leaders at Boeing and IBM are among the front at the merits 
of analy�cs and cloud technology to reduce a business’s carbon 
footprint. Carbon emissions, environmental degrada�on and a 
broader pale�e of sustainability issues are becoming a C-suite 
priority for many businesses and a technology problem for enter-
prise IT leaders. Technology not only has a seat at the table when 
sustainability is up for discussion when they have poten�al 
solu�ons at hand.

Cloud migra�on is already paving the way for significant carbon 
reduc�ons. A 2020 Accenture-UNCG study found public cloud cut 
carbon emissions from overall IT opera�ons by 5.9% globally, 
reducing annual CO2 from IT by 60 million tons. 

In its June survey of 500 mul�na�onal companies, Accenture 
found that seven in had deployed AI to achieve emissions reduc-
�ons and 75% were using the technology to be�er measure and 
more effec�vely disclose carbon use.

With these gains in mind, corporate execu�ves, boards of directors 
and other stakeholders are moving sustainability up their list of 
ac�on items. The move is prompted by growing public pressure, 
governmental regulatory ac�ons and the reali�es of weather-re-
lated opera�onal disrup�ons. Increase in energy costs combined 
with the promise of revenue gains from more efficient energy can 
also be a key mo�vator.

Environmental issues ranked as a top-10 business priority for CEOs, 
according to a May survey of 400 chief execu�ves by Gartner. 
Sustainability jumped to No. 8 spot, from 14 in 2019 and 10 in 
2015, lis�ng on the top 10 for the first �me.

h�ps://www.ciodive.com/news/iBM-Boeing-
sustainability-cloud/630649/

h�ps://www.ciodive.com/news/AWS-Cloud-Skill-
Builder-Subscrip�on/628596/



Microso� is extending the life of its server and network equipment 
assets in its cloud infrastructure from four to six years, CFO of 
Microso� Amy Hood said during the company’s FY-2022 Q4 
earnings call. By increasing the shelf-life of cloud servers and 
network components by 50%, Microso� expects to save $3.7 
billion in the next fiscal year.

So�ware improvements, technological advances and more 
efficient opera�on of servers and network equipment will allow 
Microso� to keep exis�ng cloud infrastructure running for the 
addi�onal two years. This will translate to immediate savings for 
the company and will posi�on Microso� to rein in cloud cost for 
consumers as well. 

The savings from extending server life by 50% should allow Micro-
so� to weather unfavorable macroeconomic condi�ons without 
having to hike rates, according to Sid Nag, research VP at Gartner. 

Cloud providers are preparing for impending macroeconomic and 
infla�onary pressures. If they can reduce capital expenditures then 
they can preserve opera�ng margins without having to raise prices.
Forecasts for cloud spend remain bullish, despite a bear market. 
End-user public cloud investment is expected to grow more than 
20% this year and next, according to the latest Gartner analysis, 
rising to over $600 billion in 2023, from just under $500 billion this 
year. 

Forecasts for cloud spend remain bullish, despite a bear market. 
End-user public cloud investment is expected to grow more than 
20% this year and next, according to the latest Gartner analysis, 
rising to over $600 billion in 2023, from just under $500 billion this 
year. 

Read More…

Microso� extends server life, cuts cloud costs

h�ps://www.ciodive.com/news/Microso�-
extends-cloud-server-life/628384/

Google plans to run ads that educate people about disinforma�on 
techniques a�er a successful experiment by Cambridge University. 
Google Jigsaw, which tackles online security dangers, will run 
adverts on Facebook, YouTube, TikTok and Twi�er.

Researchers found the videos improved people's ability to recog-
nise manipula�ve content. These ads will be shown in Poland, 
Slovakia and the Czech Republic to combat fake news about 
Ukrainian refugees.

Google said the exci�ng findings showed how social media can 
ac�vely pre-empt the spread of disinforma�on.

The research was founded on a developing area of study called 
"prebunking", which inves�gates how disinforma�on can be 
debunked by showing people how it works - before being exposed 
to it.

In the experiment, the ads were shown to 5.4 million people and 
22,000 were surveyed a�erwards.

A�er watching the explanatory videos, researchers found:
 

 

Read More…

Google to run ads educa�ng users about fake 
news 

h�ps://www.bbc.com/news/technology-62644550

Improvement in respondents' ability to spot disinforma�on 
techniques

Increased ability to differen�ate trustworthy from untrust-
worthy content

Improved ability to decide whether or not to share content

The peer-reviewed research was conducted in conjunc�on with 
Google, which owns YouTube, and will be published in the 
journal Science Advances.



California to ban sales of petrol-only vehicles by 2035Google airbrushes emissions from flying  

Read More…

Read More…

California has planned to ban the sale of new petrol-only vehicles 
by 2035, marking a historic step in the state's a�empts to tackle 
climate change. The new rules are aimed to force car makers to 
accelerate the introduc�on to the market of cleaner vehicles. It 
comes a�er Governor Gavin Newsom set a target in 2020 to speed 
up the shi� away from fossil fuels. The move is important as Califor-
nia is the most populous state in the US and one of the world's 
biggest economies.

Under the rules issued by the California Air Resources Board 
(CARB), 35% of new vehicles sold in the state must be electric, 
hybrid or hydrogen-powered by 2026. The regula�ons would 
apply to 68% of vehicle sales by 2030, and 100% by 2035.

CARB chair Laine Randolph said the move was "a historic moment 
for California, for our partner states and for the world as we set 
forth a path toward a zero-emission future".

The announcement is the latest move by California as it con�nues 
to move faster than the US federal government to �ghten emission 
rules.

With more than 39m residents, California is the biggest US state by 
popula�on. If it was a standalone country it would be the fi�h-larg-
est economy in the world by gross domes�c product, placing it 
ahead of the United Kingdom.

Joseph Mendelson, senior counsel at electric carmaker Tesla, said 
CARB's plan was "both achievable and paves the way for California 
to lead in electrifying the light duty sector".

According to a BBC report, the way Google calculates the climate 
impact of flights has changed. Flights now appear to have much 
less impact on the environment than before. That's because the 
world's biggest search engine has taken a key driver of global 
warming out of its online carbon flight calculator.

“Google has airbrushed a huge chunk of the avia�on industry's 
climate impacts from its pages" says Dr Doug Parr, chief scien�st of 
Greenpeace.

With Google hos�ng nine out of every 10 online searches, this 
could have wide repercussions for people's travel decisions. The 
company said it made the change following consulta�ons with its 
industry partners. Yet in July, Google decided to exclude all the 
global warming impacts of flying except CO2.

Some experts say Google's calcula�ons now represent just over 
half of the real impact on the climate of flights.

h�ps://www.bbc.com/news/science-
environment-62664981

h�ps://www.bbc.com/news/business-62683260



Vaccina�on Status

Experts say latest Omicron BA.5 symptoms seem to
have changed

Most prominent Omicron symptoms

As the new COVID variant Omicron is spreading, doctors and 
health experts have found that it can cause a whole array of signs 
and symptoms, many of them being less common from previous 
variants. It has also been observed that Omicron symptoms are 
less severe. The symptoms caused by Omicron subvariant BA.5 
are slightly different, compared to even the original Omicron.

This change in symptoms has been seen in each new COVID 
strain. According to experts, these are the current dominant BA.5 
signs:

Sore throat is s�ll the predominant symptom. According to a 
report, sore throat was listed as a symptom in 53 percent of 
omicron cases, whereas just 34 percent of people with delta had 
a sore throat.

Another dominant Omicron symptom is headache. An Omicron 
headache usually has a moderate to intense pain with a sensa�on 
of pressure or stabbing. The loca�on of the pain is on both sides of 
the head and this ache can usually last for more than three days.
The next two signs that are also common include blocked nose 
and cough without phlegm.

Other common Omicron signs

Some more signs of Omicron which can be commonly experi-
enced by infected people include:

Runny nose

Cough with phlegm

Hoarse voice

Sneezing

Fa�gue

Muscle pains

Dizziness

Fever

Loss of appe�te

Nausea

UK becomes the first na�on to approve Covid-19
 vaccine targe�ng both Omicron and original strain

The United Kingdom has become the first country to approve an 
updated version of Moderna's Covid-19 vaccine booster that 
targets two coronavirus variants: the Omicron strain and the 
original virus from 2020.

"An updated version of the COVID-19 vaccine made by Moderna 
that targets two coronavirus variants (known as a "bivalent" 
vaccine) has been approved for adult booster doses by the Medi-
cines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) a�er it 
was found to meet the UK regulator's standards of safety, quality 
and effec�veness," read an official government release on August 
15. 

Half of the booster, called "Spikevax bivalent Original/Omicron," 
targets the original coronavirus strain while the other half targets 
Omicron.

The UK government said that the decision to grant approval for the 
shot was endorsed by the MHRA, the government's independent 
expert scien�fic advisory body, a�er carefully reviewing the 
evidence.

12.56 billion doses have been administered worldwide and 5 
million doses are administered every day.

20.9% of people in low-income countries have received at 
least one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine.  

According to Our World in Data reports, 67.6% of the global 
popula�on has received at least one dose of a COVID-19 
vaccine

THE LATEST NEWS ON 
COVID-19 

To track the current number of cases across the globe, visit the 
WHO Coronavirus dashboard at h�ps://covid19.who.int/



DO’S AND DONT’S 
TO STAY SAFE DURING COVID

Regular hand wash for 30 seconds will help 
you avoid germs or any kind of infec�on.

 

Cover your mouth and nose while sneezing. 

If you are suffering from a common cold, 
cough, nausea, vomi�ng, shortness of breath 
and fa�gue make it a point to consult a doctor 
at the earliest

Avoid being in crowded places. An infected 
person can spread the virus instantly and 
crowded places is a good way to accomplish 
this. Make sure you wear full sleeves shirts 
with an�-pollu�on masks when you travel. 
Staying indoors is a rather safe op�on. 

Do not get close to anyone, especially touch-
ing or laughing closely. Also, use an�-pollu�on 
masks when out with friends or family. Avoid 
touching anyone and do not use the same 
utensils used by another. 

Spi�ng can increase the spread of the virus. 
Avoid spi�ng in public and at home. Also, avoid 
ge�ng close to a sick person suffering from a 
cold and cough.

Travelling may get you infected. Use an�-pollu-
�on masks and carry a hand sani�zer with you 
always. If you have to travel in an emergency, 
consider traveling by your vehicle, avoid public 
transport.

If you are suffering from dry cough, back pain, 
nausea, and shortness of breath it is recom-
mended that you consult a doctor rather than 
opt for self-medica�on that can leave you 
ba�ling with a deadly illness. Say no to an�biot-
ics as it would later lead to an�bio�c resistance. 

Most o�en a state of fear can lead to taking 
wrong decisions and use of self-medica�on All 
you need to keep in mind is hygiene.

Do not touch your face, nose, and mouth o�en. 
This avoids the risks of developing the virus.

Note: All INDIA employees feel free to contact DJ for any COVID medical emergency. 
Email: vdhanara@issquaredinc.com

Ph:  +91 7989890040

ISSQ extends its thoughts and support to all its employees 
amidst this crisis, we are in this together!



WEAR A MASK
FOR YOUR SAFETY AND OTHERS’


